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Written by a Fricnd, to the Laird of BLAIK WOOD, and his Anſwer 
With the COPPY of | p 


My LokcDd ANGUS'S LerTTER 


From UTRECHT, :: 7anwary 1692. 
' ToMy LORD MARQUESS OF 


2 4-8 


FATHER 
A Edinburgh, 16h: Pg 


$I | 
' MY Lord 4NGUS's Death is generally Regrated by all, which occaſiotis ſome 
' that are beuer acquaint with his Circumſtances roRefleQ a little mote freely 
on his going to this Carnpaign co letye under King William ; And on that 
part you are ſuppoſed to have had in it : For they tay, that my Lord Mar- 
gueſs and his Family were particularly oblicdged by King'Charles the Second,and King 
amet his Succeſſour : For fuch was King Charles his Concern and cate of char Noble 
and Ancient Family, that inthe'year, 1652. He wrote to the Lord dam we pop and 
Theaſarer of Scorlaud to know it's preferir condition, fhewing that in regard of any 
fignal ſcrvices pertormed by that. Family to his Royal Predeceſſours, he would not 
only {ceto irs ſtanding, but ro its continuance, ' in a ſplendid and plentiful condition. 
And thar in.the mean time he: wopld take care of the breeding of the Marquess Son: 
Fur which cffc& in the. Year, 1684. There was realic granted to thy Lord Angus a 
Penfion-of rwo hundred Ponnd Sterling And this penſion King James in the Year, 
1685. Waspleaſed to continue, and alſo to order all the Arrears thercof to be payed, 
with two hundccd pound Sterling more, by way of advance : ich were certainly 
fingular marks of rhe Royal Bountic of theſe two Kings : Andavery promiſing ear? 
neſt of far greaccr things, thar my Locd Marqueſs might have expefted from them. 
To this'ir. 1s alſo added, That my Lord Angus liienſelt was not fo tyiward ro have gone 
rothis Campagne, bur.did rather inc.ine, co pfoſecurs his Trayells; and that he wrote 
ro you to obtain his Farher's leave': Which as the Eyent hath happened; had been in- 
deed' his wiſer and better Courſe. However, theſe things do 's'little burden both the 
Marqueſs and you : And ſome are pleaſed ro expreſs themſelves more freely, by de- 
claring that they cannot comprehend what could have moved theMarquels to be fo for- 
ward in this Aﬀair, ſcing that notwith!tanding of che eminent CharaQter of bis Fa- 
mily, and that he himſelf was amongſt the firſt ro adyance King William's Intereſt in 
Seotland, and did both venrare his Sor ro the Army, and put himſelf, without regard 
to the low.condition of his Fortuae, to a conſiderable expence for his Equippage : Yer 
| ix 
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"xt 5s viſible enough; chat ſince the late Reyolution to this day, the Marqueſs hath been 
acknowledged imnothing, and neither Place nor Penſion conferred -upon him, It's 
like the Marqueſs may be unwilling that this laft part ſhould denoticed, as knowing, 
That King Williom, a Stranger, cannot be blamed for this Omiſhon: And that the 
diſtribution ofFayours depends often as much upon theMiniſters,as upon thePrince, But 
ſeing theſe things do furniſh diſcourſe, 1 ſhou d be content to hear from you ſuch a 
clear and _ Account,as might inable me todo my Lord and you the ſ(eryice in 
this occaſion, that you may very juſtly cxpe& from, _ IA 

3 


For the Laird of BLAIKWOOD. Towr bumble Servanh, 
M. T: S: 


Edinburgh, 26th: Auguſt 
1692. 


SIR 
| Take it very pm 4 you do {o far concern your ſclf-in this Afﬀair, touching 


my Lord Angus, his ifhebe loſt, / which yau may be ſure we are loath ro 
believe ) is indeed irrepairable , and never enough to be regrated : And thence 
'youand all Equitable Men, may yery well conclude, That my Lord, his Father, 
had-never ventured him, if the thing could poſſibly have been evited : Bur as he was 
the only Son, and hope of the Family, and had from his Fathers extream Care and 
Tendernels, received a ſutable Education z So you {ce that his Ripening years, with 
the concurrence of other things , did preſent to him this occaſion, which not only he 
himſelf, bur all acquainted with the condition of his Family judged very proper, ta 
recommend han to the Kings Notice and Favour , And to introduce him to thote 
Advantages, whici his Family ſtands ſo abſolutely in need of. The only demurr thac 
ſtood in his Fathers way, was the hazard of his Perſon; And that did weigh ſo much 
wich him, and the principal Friendsof the Family ; That tho my Lord Angus was cx- 
ceedingly carneſt ro have made the laſt Suramers Campaigne ; Yet his Father did re- 
ſtrain him : Bur as that Reſtraint could not be made cficftual without ſome infinuation 
of Hope for rhe enſuing year, from thoſe that were imployed to deal with him : 80 
both together wought ſo powerfully upon his boyling Spirit, Aſpyring ſo Vehement- 
ly to ſhew himſelf worthy of his Noble Progenicors , That at the Return of this 
Campaign , it was utterly impoſhible ro make him defer any longer, And I am per-, 
{waded , that had the ſevereſt of his Friends known his Earneſtneſs in this matter , as 
well as his Father and I did, They would this day have been very far from adding to 
his Fathers affliction, the leaſt cenſure of his proceeding, I cannot tell you all particu- 
lars, But hcre is one, I think may anſwer for all, Which is the coppie of the Letter he 
wrote to his Father with bis own hand , in Jexwary laſt, which indeed broke his Father 
toa conſent, and wxhout which ic is probable, he had never been broke. This Lercer 
I do theretore tranſmit to you, Not doubting, but fince it was ſo powerful upon a ten- 
der Father, and all that lee it,to prevail for their conſent; It will now be ſatisfying, co 
an{wer all the murmuring that may ariſc on ſo ſad an Event. I could acquaint you with 
other Lerters and Paſſages, whereby you might be convinced, that his Deſire , if noe 
comgyons with , hadcertainly broke out into ſomie more deſperate Reſolution : But 
this Letter alone was too perſwafive to need any other _ It hath pleaſed GOD, 
in his high Soveraignty, to Diſpoſe otherwayes nor was hoped : Bur this only requires 
our Submiſſion. And | am perſwaded , when all things fhall be conſidered, all Men 
will conclude , That my Lord Angus's Condutt in this whole Aflair , was fo Rational 
in every Reſpeft;, That itremains only to be lamented , That ſo fair Appearances 
ſhould have beca prevented by « Deati) , which, tho moſt Honourable, could neycr be 
too late. And thus I leave you, to peruſe his Letter herein incloſed ; 


SIR 


Love bumble Servant, 
WILL: LAWRIE 


| | Utrecht, #1 Janmaiy, 
| | wn 2 Jon 


E=X Cannot expreſs the Extreme Trouble atrd Grief it is td 
| xc, to be (o long without hearing from your Lordſhip, 
{ince it is now near four moneths, that neither Mr. Cranf- 
toxn nor 1, have had the honour of one Letter, tho we 
haye wrote ſeycral times both of us; So I'm aſſured our 
Letters muſt have been miſcarried , ſince the circumſtatty 
ces T am now under, are ſo difficult, and of ſo great im- 
tance, both to me, and( if [dare lay ) to your Lord- 
ip alſo, and the Family, I have the Honour to belong 
to; Thar if you had got my Lenets, you would not have 
been fo long of letring me know your Commarids : This 
made me take the Retolution ſome dayes agoe , to write 
tomy Lotd Drumlangrig, atid the Maſter of Stair, and to intreat that they together 
with the Duke of Dueencberry, Melvil, Tarbat, and Carmichael, being all at Court , would 
conſider upon my Caſe ; And upon what might be the propereſt courle for me to 
take ; Give your Lordſhip Advice of theit Opinion in a Letter. My Lord, I know too 
well your Lordſhips Goodneſs and Kindneſs to me, beyond moſt of Fathers, and much 
beyond what eycr [ ſhall be able in my lite ro acknowledge , with that dutitulneſs that 
becomes me; And therefore can proteſt ro you, that Thad no other, neither Deſign nor 
Proſpe&t in Writing to Londen, than ſimply this, That theſe Perlons being the near? 
eſt Relations of our Familie, and theſe whom I have alwaycs obſerved moſt concerned, 
both in your Lordſhip and in me : I was perſwaded that being all at Court, they would 
have a further yiew of things, and be more able to Judge truely what would be fineſt 
for me todo, then either they themſclyes, ot yout Lordſhip could do, beingonly in 
Scotland, where they could not ſo narrowly ſee the ſtate of things. | know not whi: 
ther = will be ſo good as to do what I defired of themm 5 Bur I'm ſure, ny Lord, 
That all that I can ever expe or pretend to hereafter , my honour in the eyes of all 
the World, and all that ought to be dearto a Gentleman, are moſt deeply concer; 
ned in my Condud at this time. I have been aſſured both by my Lord Drumlangrig, 
and others, That if I had been in the Campaigne laſt ycar , when Leiucenant General 
Dowgles ated, I bad gotten the Regiment of Guards! And tho thats a Poſt more ho- 
nourable and lucrative, than any Ican expett co ger in many years ro come , Yer, my 
Lord, if you knew the cenſures paſt upon my ablcnce, I'm perſwaded you would be- 
lieve my miſſing of that preferment is not the greateſt loſs 1 tuffer by ir. The Mr. of 
Stair particularly can intorm your Lordfhip, how much to ry diſhonour, all the Ges 
neral Officers of the Army, all the Courtz And1 may ſay, all perhaps that knew me in 
the Army , ſpoke of my being here ; while others that were both younger, Men of 
Qualitic. and only Sons as well as I, werethere ſerving as Volunteers , tho they had 
not half the Obligation to do it that lyes upon me , conſidering my Regiment was 
there in aftval ſervice: And how theſe ReficAions went ſo fat as to be ſpoken in the 
Kings Bed Chamber , and even in his Majeſtics own m_— till the King had the 
—_ to take it upon himſelf, and to tell the Company, T hat he had commanded 
me for this year to follow my Studies. Tho this was a great goodneſs in the King to 
me. Yer my Lord, | may lay, it ſav'd bur little of my Honour , ſince even my Lord 


Portland, the Kings own Favourite Notwithſtanding he both knew at the Hague, the 


King had diſcharged me. and heard his Majeſty own it again in the Campr Yet after 
that ſpoke (criouſly of it both to my Lord Drumlangrig, and Sir Jobn Dalrimple, and fell 
a laughing at their alleadging the Kings Commands , as a thing either procured cx- 
preſly by my Friends from the King , or at beſt commanded by his Majeſty our of 
meer Bounty and Goodneſs 4 Becaulc he obleryed my Relations averſe from my ſcrv- 
ing of him. And Portlandtold thera further , that theſe ſorr of Commands were nor 
to be obeyed by a Yourg Man like me. And that however the King had command 
cd me not to make the Campaign; Yet to be ſure, He would not be ill pleated to ſee 
me dilobey him, and that I would find it would be my great Jatereſt as well as Ho- 

nour to doit, Beſides when the King ſpoke to the Maſter of Staire laſt Spring, at the 

Hegite, to diſcharge me from coming to the Fields , he told him expreſly , he would 

not hinder me the next Yearz Whfch coming trom the King = Man will incerpret 

as a politive command, Lieytenart General Dowgles, tho but few Dayes inthe Campr, 

was pleaſcd both ro his Nephew, and Sir Robert Dowglas in that time, to ſhow a grear 

5 concern in me, and {poke of my abſence in ſoſtrong Terms, that hetold thera it had 
| been better tor me to have been there, tho | ſhould have come bare-foct,and without a 
whole Gcat ; And was pleaſed to ſay, tbat the next _ he would come himſelf, and 
dull me from Uerecht to the Campr, tho he ſhould obliged to ſeek a Contribution 

om my Friends that are Officers in the Army tor my Subliſtence thete , fince ir was 


& only way Lbad; both ty make guy own Forune , and Conmiburero ths giiab; 
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liſhing of the Family I belonged. to. And Major General Talmea& ſpoke of my abſcnce 
wh great heat to'my ' Lievtenant Collonel, And told him, I atk; ruin my ſclf and 
Family by it : Netwittiſtanding, he knew that the King had commanded me to ſtay 


here. | 
, . When theſe People mho we all my Friends have (ookts of a Amy arms 

aign, your i.ordſbip may be plcalcd to confider, what perions, both Princes ar 
Gt Officers of te Ales Army, to moſt of whom jugs ra A any 
ar the leaſt, in a general acquaintance, willlay of ir, And with what freedogachey will 
paſs their Cenſures on mae.” I'm not.capable to make thoſe deep RefleRigus upon my 
own Intcreſt that your Lordſhip and others of your Relations, who axe much wiſer 
then 1,. can do ; Bur it ſeems obvious to mae, that conlidering the low Cincumpſtances 
of our Fatjly, it will bc impoſſible 'for me cyer to railc my (dlf, or indeed liveas 
your Son ought todo, unlels | have the Kings Favour, 'and be able roobtainbock His 
Majcſties Proiefion, and ſorae Penſion or place, ro help me , and releive your Lord- 
ſhip of the burthen of maintaing me hereafrer- And I find that the wilcſt of thoſe abour 
the Court, think not only, that the makivg a iga will be the ſureſt way to ger 
ſome part ia his Majeſtic good Graces z Bur that unleſs] do ir, Ican never haye the Face 
to pretend hercafter at Court toany thing, nor any of my Fricads che -coufidence ta 
ſolicits tor me. And for my own part, if I can make but this Compajgn, as I hope ir 
will remove the foule Cenſures that have paſt on my laſt years abſence, $0 if ] do nor 
make it, 1 do not fee, that Ican cyer without Shame and Confuſion look any Man of 
Honour in the Face hereafter, cither at Home or Abroad ; And Ihave reaſon to appre- 
hend. Fle bee looked upon by all Men as a Coward, and one that is a diſhonour to your 
Lordſhip, and to the Family : And I believe, che only part chat will be left fixteſt for 
me after it, will be, that your Lordſhip ſhould call me Home, and let me (pend my 
Life as a private Geutleman in the Countrey. Thope your Lordſhip will not con- 
demn me forit, if the fenſeof this touch meſo near , fince all that ought to be dear 
ro a Man upon Earth {cems to be lying at the Stake with me in it: And when People 
conlider the Race 1am come off,and the Illuſtrious things done by our Predeceffors; le 
will ſerve to heighten my ſhame and contuſion, and increaſe the Worlds comempt of 
me. Therefore earneſtly beg, my deareſt Lord, by all your Lordſhips goodneſs to 
me, and by all the kind Aﬀe&tion you have been pleaicd to ſhew to me all my life bis. 
therto; That you would conſider on tais as a thing concerns your own Honour, and: 
the Honour of the Family of DOWGLAS, as well as minc in particular; And that. 
if ir be —_ y any x of the Warld , po_ would lct me wait upon the Kiog this 
Summer, 2Qld do it in never fo poor and mean a way- | 
{ know Fi} ſtraics,8: che Uifficulty you ma fare otive;nachtefrts ts 
mh me money upon this Occaſion ; And I confeſs I do not (ce weil how it-can be: 
done , bur if there were any poſbbility of ic , I am perſwaded it will be. laying aut 
money the moſt profirable way that ever Ican.ſpend it, even in point of-inercft; And: 
that it will be a fair , if nor certain way of giving, me Acccſs to obtaia' things hercaftee : 
of the King: that may do much more then make up what has becn given aut on this) 
Occaſi>n. - And beſides, I have heard both my Lord Dramlengrig and the Mr of Stair 
ſay, as well fince the Campaigne , as laft Spring , while we were'upon this ſubjet, 
Thar if yaur Lordihip conlenred once freely ro my making a Campaign , they were { 
perſwaded there might.be fome ſum of money gor from the King, to help to put me 
i a Condition to do it with, And I periwade my elf, that both they two, and my.. 
Lord Carmichael, would necd but to be deſired by your Lordſhip, to do ſomething for-: 
mein ir. Bur the Seaſon is now 1o far adyanced, that I know nor what todo, fince its 
very like theKing himſelf will be in theFields before cighr or nine weeks atthe farthefh, 
And however [mall an Equippage I have, there will be till many things that will be 
of an abſolute neceſfity for me, in caſe you allow me to. go, and which will haye bur .. 
a very ſhort time ro prepare. | intrcartherefore, or Lond will let me know - 
your Commands {o ſoan as poſhile. tor there is now no time to lole ; And I'm ſure 
you will be ſatisfied, chat it 1s neceſſary | be determined to one thing or another before 
—phe-Kin over here; fince it | bene ro make the Compeigne; - - 

pear at Court , nor ſtay ar this place , without che Kings knowing himſelf that I am 
here :: If] am tomake the Campaigne , | believe ic will not do ill, ſoſoce as your 
Lordſhip comes to a Reſolution in it, it you ſhould write to the Secretary and Dram- 
Jengrig, to (ce if they canfall upon a way to obtain any thing from che King, ra-help 
me to make an Equippage. I only lon,: to hear from your Lordſhip, I kaow you will 
command me —_——_—— what (all be the firteſt tor me ro do, {o I truſt tour , and 
all firive aboye all chings while 1 live, to Carry alwayes as becomes, 
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